From: 
National Sunbeam Promoter
Claudie Cline Thompson

2685 FM 2710

Lindale, TX  75771

msclaudie@juno.com
My dear fellow Sunbeam workers,

It is with a humble heart, and great excitement that I write to you as your new Sunbeam Promoter.  Linda has done a wonderful job and working with her these last several years has been a pleasure, as well as a learning experience.  I am thankful that we will still be able to work together as she will be serving as Assistant Promoter.  Please pray for her as her dear husband Tommy is so very ill in ICU at this writing.  Tommy has traveled many miles with Linda to Sunbeam meetings and workshops over these many years, even though at times his health made it very hard on them both.  He is a special servant of the Lord, and we all need to thank God for his undying service to The Lord’s work. Linda will continue to serve as Director until after the National meeting in June, so please keep her in your prayers.
I want to be of service in any way I can, however because of my work, my week days will be filled with school, but during the summer and on Saturdays I will try to help in workshops or in helping new Sunbeams get started.  I do plan to have a CD ready by the June Workshop, to hand out to those attending.  If you can not be at the workshop, but someone from your church is planning on being at the GMA Retreat, please tell them to contact me at Retreat so that I can get a packet of information to you.  I know many of you have worked with Sunbeams, and do not need the information, but I also know there are many new Sunbeam workers who like to get all the helps they can get.

My heart for the Sunbeam work:

I worked with some of our WMA ladies and we started GMAs and Sunbeams at Red Springs Baptist Church in the mid 1960’s.  In the July meeting of the District WMA of Wood County, I heard for the first time about GMA’s and Sunbeams (I’d been teaching Primaries since 1952, but knew nothing of Sunbeams.).  I met Jack, Nancy, and fourteen month old James Dean Courtney, at the District WMA meeting at Rose Hill Baptist Church in 1964.  I listened as Bro. Courtney told of the lost people in Portugal who had never heard of Jesus (I’m getting goose bumps as I write, remembering how my heart ached for those people). I saw a Gleaner for the first time in my life (I still have that Gleaner today); I read every word and cried many tears for the missionaries and the people they were telling The Good News to.  After that meeting I left with a heart so full and a mind filled with so many plans; I’ve never been the same since that day!  In the fall of 1964 after seeking help from anyone I could get help from, our church started a GMA program and a few months later we started the Sunbeam program. I’ve never gotten to the point where I’m not excited to see these children learn.  I still find myself wiping away tears when one of my Sunbeams learn a scripture that has been so hard for them to learn, or when they rush in to the room and announce, “Miss Claudie, I can say the Books of the Bible.” When I see the pride of their accomplishments it never fails to thrill my heart.  These are things they will use for the rest of their lives.  I still cry when I hear the stories from the missionaries about the lost around the world, and when God answers prayers after we have all prayed for something like the health of Bro. David Dixon, and Laura Crocker. As I stood holding her hand as we prayed on Wednesday night at the Assocional Meeting in Branson, I thought of the prayers God has answered over the years.  My Sunbeams had placed their hands on Brother David’s and Laura’s pictures as we prayed for them; what a witness this is to these young ones as I was able to report how God had answered their prayers.  These are memories that will help these children to remember to pray and know that God will hear them.  We always talk about the fact that sometime God does not answer the prayer the way we want Him too, but He sees the future and knows what is best for us, even if we do not understand it.  The world does not prepare our children for the trials and heartaches they will all face at sometime in their life, so we as God’s people must prepare them.  I hear people complaining about the repetition of teaching the same lessons over and over as Sunbeam teachers, but the Bible does not change, we change the way we present it.  I hope I will be able to share with you some ways of using the same lessons, but presenting them in different ways.  I promise you Sunbeams can be exciting, even if you have only one student, MAKE IT FUN!  Don’t be afraid to change things up.

Write me with suggestions, comments, and complaints.  We have been informed that we will not be able to update the materials because there are so many already printed, but hopefully we will be able to get out some material that you can use to update things that need to be updated such as Mission Lessons.

My email address during the day in the School year is; cthompson@winonaisd.org, at home all the time it is msclaudie@juno.com. My phone number at school is 903 939 4141 in case of a special need, my phone number at home is 903-858-2257.

Please let me know when your State Sunbeam Meetings are and if there is no conflict, I’ll do my best to be there.  Let us all work together to make this a great year for the Lord in Sunbeams.  Please don’t forget our National project; Dr. Issard is counting on us to raise money to buy shoes, medicine, and food for Children on the Mission Field.  $20.00 will buy these supplies.  We are counting on “Children Helping Children”.  Send your money in to CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-TREASURER:  Glenda Tipton, PO Box 95274, North Little Rock, AR 72190-5274, (501) 758-1969, jack.tipton3722@sbcglobal.net .  Be sure to tell her it is for the National Sunbeam Project;  “Children Helping Children”

Looking forward to hearing from you, and or, seeing you at the Sunbeam Workshop at GMA Retreat June 16th-19th, 2009.
Claudie Marie Cline Thompson

